removing the calvarium the fracture was found to extend through the diploe, and both outer and inner tables of the bone, which was considerably above the average thickness. There was no separation of the dura mater from the inner surface of the skull, nor was there any detached spicula of bone. In the interior of the cranium there was extravasation of blood, to a large extent, between the visceral and parietal layers of the dura mater, opposite the site of the fracture. The clot, which was firmly coagulated, must have amounted to between five and six ounces, and covered a space larger than the palm of the hand.
Beneath the dura mater, and extending over nearly the whole surface of the brain, there was a thin layer of extravasated blood. The bloodvessels of the pia mater were very much congested.
No laceration of the brain was discovered. The cerebral substance was healthy in appearance, and not abnormally vascular, but the lateral ventricles were greatly distended by a large quantity of brownish-coloured serous effusion. Neither the thorax nor abdomen were opened.
On inquiry it was ascertained that the patient had never previously suffered from epilepsy. Although on the morning of the day on which he died he was apparently in perfect health, it would appear that he had led a somewhat irregular life, and had for some time past been labouring under considerable excitement in reference to prospective family and business arrange^ ments.
This, doubtless, induced the epileptic attack which proved so speedily fatal.
